




































— She Republican, 





























A's ———— ee ree ——— 
n- \No. 15, Vol..4.]. Lonpon, Fripay, Dec. 8, 1820. [Price 6d, 

ve - 

ve 

b- A LETTER TO THE QUEEN. 

12 

it The Tribute of a Republican. 

in 

mi } 

T- MADAM, Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 1, 1820. 
P A MAN more decidedly averse to the hereditary monarchica! 


form of Government than myself does not exist, nor a man 


. whose esteem for you as the Queen of England, is greater or 
a more sincere. ‘This is no paradox. In the first place, I hold 
an hereditary monarchy to be a disgrace to men who wish 
= _ , . : 
| to be called or considered free. Under an occasional reign, 
i the country might feel something like freedom, but there can 


be no real stability ; the change of monarchs, or the change 
of disposition in the same monarch, might wake that freedom 
r a burlesque, or something more degrading than direct slavery. 
, On this last ground, my supposition is borne out by existing 
circumstances in this country, and by the treatment which has 
been so cruelly continued towards yourself. It is evident, 
and neither to be concealed or denied, that the whole of your 
persecution has resulted from the caprice of the King your 
husband. Is it not then ridiculous to have a magistrate 
whom the laws of the country cannot cashier for such gross 
| misconduct. Is it atall compatible with a free state, that such 
' — aman should continue ‘such conduct with impunity, and 
| waste the wealth, and impeach the character of the country 
| by such an outrage on its morals, and then shield himself un- 
| der that ridiculous maxim, that a King can do no wrong ? 
Can your bosom, Madam, respond an assent to this last 
maxim? JI should think not. | 
As a virtuous woman, I admire the courage you have as- 
sumed during your late perils, and the complete manner in 
which you have asserted your rights, and convinced the peo- 
ple of Kngland of your innocence. As the Queen of Eng- - 
land, I admire you because you have shewn yourself worthy. 
of that high situation ; and should it be your lot to become 
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Queen Regnént in this cotintty, I should feel’ myself bound 
to cease all attack upon monarchy, because as you have no 
heirs, and arenot likely tohave any, I'should™ expect to” see 
you cultivate that disposition among the’ people, ‘whith 
your dignified answers to your addressers have so fully and 
nobly pourtrayed—the love of liberty—the love of know. 
ledge and intellectual accomplishments :—and leave them 
after your decease to choose their own sy%em of Govern, 
ment, or their future Chief Magistrates. Yes, Madam, I 
am sure every man who now wishes to abolish monarchy in 
‘this country, would wish to lay aside that object to avenge 
your wrongs, and to study to make the remainder of your 
days, days of peace, of happiness, and of glory. 1 am 
certain that the sense of the nation, if fairly expressed’ by ‘its 
‘represetitatives, would’ desire nothing better’ ‘than to’ have 
you at its head, and I verily think we shall be’ gratified ‘in 
‘that desire, if your enemies move hand or foot, or tongtie, 
‘against you again, in an official manner. Calumny and 
slander is a habit to them as” powerful as a second natute; 
therefore, we must expect that you will find ‘it from them, 
whilst they dare not move further. Whilst’ your eneniies 
‘have been scattering their firebrands' throughout the ‘country, 
you, Madam, have conferred’ an important benefit on''the 
People, by the mass of moral instruction and useful know. 
‘Tedge you have’ disseminated’ among them. ‘Your’ aviswets 
to your addressers have reached every cottage in every ‘Cor 
‘ner of the Island, and they will’ be valued ‘as’ high, as the ‘fa- 
‘bles called ‘Holy Writ have ‘been ‘valued ; they will be‘read 
“under a’ similar impression, ‘but with the additional’satisfac- 
tion, that they destroy and uot encourage delusion. It's 
“above all things important that'they should be collected ‘itito 
‘a ¢heap voliime, and ‘become’ a new' Revelation, not divite 
but noble. ' Former ‘Queens ‘have displayed what’ las* hi- 
“‘therto been 'deémed grandeur ‘dnd ‘splendour, ‘but it has" been 
‘reserved for you, Maddm, to become the' Royal Patroness 
“gad Exhibitant of the grandeur and'sp!endour of intellectual 
knoWledge, and all that dignifies tian and makes him ‘the 
‘Chief of animals: ‘It has been Tteserved for you,’ Madam, to 
give a'stimalu’ to thé eneétgies of a ‘people ‘aspiting ‘to free- 
“dom, and the destructior'of' those chains which are’ rivetted 
- “upon both body’ and mind. ‘It ‘has’ béen ‘réséfved “for you, 
to tinlite in one fotus the moral’ iérgies of the nation, whith 
“by the intrigue of’ faction’ andthe power of corraption, 
have been much too long kept im a jafring State, and in @ 
measure rendered nugatory, ~ 
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The brutal chivalry of old will:lose its imaginary lustre 
when the moral chivalry of this Island, in defence of an_in- 
jured and persecuted Queen, and that Queen a. friend to. the 
human race, shall be crowned with victory and its. prize of 
contention. The annals of history display no kind of ehi- 
valry like unto that, which.the inhabitants of this Island 
have displayed, in shielding you from the power of vice. 
To me it appears necessary, to crown well that chivalry, 
will be to miake you the last Queen of ‘Britain. You might 
well say, that the people are your children, and to them you 
may justly leave all hereditary right, when you pass the bar 


of nature. Leave them free and unshackled to act. for them- © 
selves, and the name of Queen Caroline of Britain will ex- - 


tinguish al! former romantic, chivalric, or fairy tales.. ,.You 
will live in statue and in song, as. long as Britain shall be in- 
habited by the descendarts of the present inhabitants. You 
must not for a moment, Madam, think yourself secure with- 
out the support of the united body of,the people. Beit 
your study to keep the people in a state of union, and con- 
fine their uttention to one object—that object which you haye 
‘so nobly avowed in your answers to their addresses, and you 
may defy your enemies. Without the people you can do 
nothing; and if, unfortunately, you should listen to the 
members of that faction, who call themselves Whigs and talk 


about something they call moderate reform, you will find 


— in an instant engulphed in inextricable misery. 
ollow the public voice, or rather lead it, and the Whigs 
will follow you; but if you once suffer them to.ditect you, 


_ their first object will be to create a disunion between your- 


self and the people, and. then make you an instrument to 
their nefarious purposes. If they had a supreme controul, 


“they would not be a tittle better than the present Admini- 


stration. “They are pliant servants when they are kept in 
their proper places, but most disgusting. masters when in 
authority. "AO 

‘Trecoltect well in the year 1814, a few weeks before. you 
unfortunately, or I may now say fortunately, quitted the 
shores of this country, your husband then thought that he 
had crushed all opposition, and that his uncoritrouled will 
was to. be the law, You were then treated with every kind 
of insult and marked contumely, even whilst.the Continental 


‘Emperors, Kings, and: Princes, were in this-couatry. - But 


even at this moment your husband wished to paint himself as 
the promoter of concord: he had no idea that an infamous 
eonduct towards a virtuous wife could the less render him.the 


Ss 
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unfit emblem of peace and concord. Yes, Madam, at that 
very moment, a large transparency was prepared for exhibi- 
tion at an illumination of Carlton House, which displayed 
your mild and amiable husband, in the character of another 
St. George destroying the hydra of discord and faction, 
This design would have been exhibited, had it not been for 
the remonstrance of Lord Liverpool, who saw through the 
inconsistency of the thing, and frankly told bis master that 
the emblem but ill accorded with the jarring and unhappy 
state of his own family. Again the Temple of Concord ii 
the Green Park, with the Chinese Pagoda, and the Serpet 
tine River Fleet, was another anomaly, which to my cet 
tain knowledge cost the country a million of money. The 
Temple of Concord in the Green Park, which was first dig 
played asa besieged Castle, and then by an artificial magic 
changed into the former to display the change from war t 
peace ; there too, your husband was painted as driving all 
the fiends of war, discord, and faction, from the earth t 
their fabulous regions ! Here was a wanton waste of the pub 
lic money as disgraceful as that in your late prosecutios, 
which amused or rather attracted the attention of the ink 
bitants of the metropolis for a day, but could not delud 
them fora moment. Even amidst all those gewgaws, ye 
amiable. husband was hissed, hooted, and pelted, for bi 
abominable treatment of his wife. But the idea of such 
man causing himseif to be painted as the emblem of concort 
is monstrous indeed! It is madness! There was a report @ 
the time that some alarming symptoms of the hereditary i 
sanity had appeared, but unfortunately, it has been provel 
not to be that mild melancholy or harmless insanity to whie 
his father was unfortunately subject. . 
One of the main charges against you, Madam,.I consié 
to have been a monstrous perversion of moral virtue, I 
lude to the charge of Bergami’s elevation, and his end 
vours to provide for his family as far as possible in your s¢ 
vice. It is above all ether things a proof that he was 
honest and moral man. If Bergami had been what yoll 
enemies have endeavoured to paint him, his first object wow 
‘have been to have disowned and discarded all his. fort 
relatives. He could not for a moment have tolerated t 
sight of any one of them, if he had been the haughty ait 
bitious upstart they have endeavoured to paint him. & 
would have looked upon his poor relatives in the same sé 
vice, as a continual memento of his former humble conditiol 
‘and he would have burned with a desire to be rid of the 
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This is the natural character of a successful, ambitious, and 
immoral man, who has risen from a low estate. The con- 
trary is a proof of moral virtue. It is the strongest evidence 
in your favour, Madam, that Bergami was well qualified for 
the high office to which you advanced him, and that your 


‘discrimination was virtuous and noble. Itis further much to 


be desired by ali your friends, that Bergami and his whole 
family should be naturalized in this country, and enjoy the 
reward of their fidelity and’ honesty, either in your house- 
hold or in some other emphoyment. Your enemies may 
sneer.at this, but itis not for you to consult their dispositions 
fora moment. Follow that same course you would have 
done if no-cherge whatever had been brought against you, 
and you will best maintain your own integrity and convince 
us of your innocence. If a man was falsely charged with 
being a pickpocket, it would become no fair reason why he 
should confine himself at home out of fear of further suspi- 
cion. The most open and determined conduct on your part 
will best carry ycu over the machinations of your enemies: 
whilst reserve will increase suspicion and give force to their 
slander. Your visit to the Metropolitan T’emple was a well 
judged act, and it would be prudent that you should occa- 
sionally give the inhabitants of the metropolis a holiday, and 
enjoy their congratulations. It becomes daggers to your ene- 
mies and strength to your and the peoples “cause. What 
must your husband have felt, peeping through one of the 
gloomy windows of Carlton Palace, to see you pass sur- 
rounded by as many people as could throng together in the 
public streets, without a drawn sword for your safeguard, 
but confiding in the honest courage, zeal, and congratulations 
of the independent part of those he calls his subjects. He 
never did, nor never will enjoy such a reception himself. 
He never yet moved in any procession, but he received more 
hissing and hooting than applause! You have done wisely in 
making Alderman Wood your confidant; cherish him and 
he will display to you what is the effect of the genuine sup- 
port of the people. Alderman Wood is the only man you 
can rely upon, ofall those who more immediately move in 
your presence, as a man who stands firm and well. in the 
Sood opinion of ‘the great body of the people. His profes- 
sions are not quite so loud as some who seek the public ap- 
probation, but be is not a jot the less sincere and useful in 
his endeavours to do his best. His visit to you at St. Omers 
is @ noble trait in his character. They are but few in the 
aristocratical part ot the community, who would have urged 
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you in spite of all intrigue to the English shore, and’ have 


given up their house for your reception. Your lawyer,” 


Brougham, would have gladly urged your return .to Italy, 
afid'then have come to London and paid his homage to the” 
King for the service he had done him. He would have sold 
your honour and your future happiness, without doubt, had_ 
not your native courage, supported by your conscious innos 
cence, and accompanied by the presence of Alderman Wood, 
urged you to the combat with your enemies. In his cha- 
racter of Attorney General, he might have done much more 
for you than he has done: be displayed a visible reluctance 
to state his case fairly, and seemed rather to defend the con+ 
duct of your pérsecutors than your own as hisclient. Such 
a man is a mass of sophistry, and his abilities aré like those'of 


many others in a lower, but not less honest, sphere in Lon 


don, Whose first desire is to prey upon the incaution and de 
lusion of others. But do not lose sight of this grand maxim, 
which with a few slight exceptions so far, you have well fol- 
lowed: that .the great body of the people are your best 
guatds: theit advice will prove them to be your most ablé 
lawyers; they, will act without a fee for you, and you may 
rely upon it; that as the fruitful soil nourishes every biving 
stibstance, so will the people nourish, protect, and cherish you 
as their Queen, as long as you identify yourself with their 
interest. . 

Praise is particularly due to Lady Ann Hamilton for the 
‘fitm adherence she has shewn your Majesty, and I rejoicé 


to see thé various public meétings mindful of a vote of 


thanks for her amiable and admirable conduct. Some of 
our squéamish aristocratical titled ladies would have affeet- 
ed horror to have stood by yoti under such a mass of slan- 
dér; but Lady Ann Hamilton has shewn them in what trie 
vittae consists. It does not consist in affectation, of ia in- 
trigue and coquetry, but it does consist in protecting.a slam: 


dered and injured female, and assisting her to display to thé 


world her innocence and the guilt of her acctisers. Let us 
consider for a moment how tupleasant, how forlorn, would 
your situation have been in returning to this country had it 
not been for the generous assistance and hospitality of Al 
derman Wood and Lady Ann Hamilton. But for their kind 
attentions, your Majesty might have had to take up your 


abode at an hotel in your own country, and under such 


circumstances you would have found yout enemies assuming 
vite a different toue to what they have done. ‘To Lady 


Ann Hamilton and Alderman Wood wearée itidebted for all. 
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the good you have been able to do for this country, and I 
shall cherish the hope that you may sway the sceptre, and 
that the friends of your need may enjoy the reward due to’ 
their unshaken firmness and constancy. Alderman Wood 
has capped the climax of his integrity by the well-timed 
attentions he has paid your Majesty: his honour and good 
fame now stands on a pinnacle, whose base cannot’ be 
shaken by faction or envy, and:on which the winds of ca- 
lumny might blow in vain. Slander is now beginning to 
lose the use of her tongue towards both your Majesty and 
your friends, as the venom can no longer penetrate the good 
sense and sound discriminating judgment of the great body 
of the people. It is vain ‘to’ write or to talk what nobody 
will believe, as ideas are not to be forced upon the mind un- 
less they carry conviction with them. ‘Thus it is that the 
portion of the Press which has asserted your rights and 
your innocence has been worked with a tremendous effect, 
when compared with that of your enemies. Well might 
the Printing-Press be called. the artillery of Reason!. This 


isa warfare worthy of mankind!, It expands the mind but ‘ 


sheds no blood, It strikes home to our senses’ but. to 
strengthen and. not make a breach. It dispels all our pre- 
judices, as cobwebs are swept from a neglected wall ora 
mouldering closet.’ It banishes: our vices, and plants ‘the 
standard of virtue in our bosom, as the citadel of the body. 
Knowledge is power, the sentiment of Lord Bacon, begins 
now to’be echoed: from one extremity of the island to ‘the 
other. It is not to be wondered at, that despots should’be 
anxious to place censorships over the Press, it is just the 
same as if a powerful enemy should first spike the guns of 
his opponent and then challenge him to the fight. A re- 
stricted Press can be compared to nothing but a conquered 
town garrisoned by the enemy. Our legislators and judges 
construe all opposition to licentiousness, and punish with 
severity what an impartial by-stander would consider no- 
thing but a gentle and becoming murmur. It is vain to rea~ 
son With them, as it is immediately construed into a con- 
tempt of court; and that aggravates the punishment! One 
would imagine that'falsehood would be thé proper object 
for censure'and punishment, but our despots cherish false- 
hood and delusion, and. denounce truth by punishing its ad- 
vocates. But your Majesty has paid a much nobler tribute 
to the Press than I-can pay, therefore it would be super- 
uous for me to press this point. 7 

I have scarcély need to recapitulate the character of the 
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loathsome charges brought against your Majesty, the sub, 
_ ject is now become stale and disgusting; every one sees, 
their origin and knows well their: object: but base and 
powerful as that object has}been,' thanks to the good sense | 
and virtue of the people, it.-has been defeated. The degra- 
dation, the pains and penalties which were intended for you,’ 
Madam, have recoiled with a'threefold force upon the heads. 
of your enemies. It has afforded.us an example, that ina 
free and enlightened country, the greatest punishment that 
can be inflicted upon a sensible individual is public disappro- 
bation’ and scorn, and the greatest 'reward is public approba- 
tion and applause. Your enemiesshave brought upon them- 
selves'the former, and upon you the latter, in a degree that. 
was never experienced before.|..They have fairly drawn the 
line between the virtuous and vicious part of the community, 
and have shewn us that the' former preponderates even. in 
the ratio of nine to one. \ The Printing-Press has worked,a 
great moral change among the people of this country, and 
although they are ina measure shackled by unjust and partial 
laws,’ still they possess a towering freedom in mind. Had 
it. not been for the efficacy of the independent part of the 
Press, the crimes and misconduct of our rulers would have 
created banditties thronghout ‘this country.; similar to those 
existing about Rome and throughout Raly. As itis, crime 
has reached a frightful magnitude, such as.was never known 
before, atid itis notto be wondered at, for it cannot be ex- 
pected that men with families would sit and starve quietly. 
The society is in’a most unnatural state, it is far worse than 
the ancient feudal systein ; it is worse than an avowed sys- 
tem of slavery, for in both those instances, the vassals and 
slaves were well clothed and well fed, ‘but in this country, at. 
this. moment, thousands of the most moral and most indus; 
trious men cannot obtain necessary food and clothing for. 
themselves and families.) There is:more shew aud'splendour 
' with the pensioned classes than atany former time, but this, 
is the root of the evil, for honest industry is robbed to gratify. 
the bad passious of the idle and the vicious, and all this is 
done by Acts of Parliament, and:'this:Parliament is basely - 
and falsely called:a representation of the people... Your 
denunciation of this Parliament;; Madam, has given it @ - 
staggering blow—your. resolution tor appeal to the people. 
against the projected act of) the Parliament intended : for 
your destruction, has totally unnerved. it. It may meet 
again for a session or two, but it is now'so heavily laden with 
its own degradation, that it might be expected to destroy 
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itself ere long, if not annihilated by an external power! 
An assembly of legislators that could sit near a month and 
listen to the wretches that were hired for your defamation, 
must either have been hereditary or packed by wicked men 
from among their companions in vice; had the Parliament 
of this country been the people’s choice, never a word of 
defamation would have been heard against you. Your hus- 
band was. well aware of the corrupt majorities held by his 
Ministers, and he knew it was but to get them to act to en- 
sure his object. Jf Castlereagh had been a member of the 
House of Lords, instead of Liverpool and Eldon, he would 
have carried the Bill of Pains and Penalties through all its 
stages. by a majority of fifty. Liverpool and Eldon were 
anxious to pass the Bill, but they bad not the courage and 
the nerve of Castlereagh, and by their ambiguity, fear, and 
shuffling, the Bill was lost. Castlereagh.was contmually 
present in the House oi Lords to stimulate the timid crea- 
tures, but his not being,a member, his not being able to pass 
an eulogium upon the integrity of Majocchi and his fol- 
lowers, his not being able to display his confidence and im- 
pudence by speechifying, lost the Bill. If Castlereagh bad 
once got it into the other House, of which he is master, he 
would have carried it to all intents and purposes, and in 
spite of all obstacles. ‘The present Ministers have never 
lost a point in the House of Commons, unless it was one 
that trenched upon the pockets of their tools. Such was 
the Property Tax Bill—such was the Committee for a New 
Corn Bill last session. The refusal to increase the income 
of the Royal Family was a subject on which the Ministers 
themselves were indifferent, and cannot fairly be considered 
an exception. Wherever the liberty of the subject has been 
sought to be trenched upon, there have ever been over- 
whelming majorities in the House of Commons. And such 
would have been the case with the Bill of Pains and Penal- 
ties against yourself, Madam, if the infamy and external 
danger of the case had uot deterred Lord Liverpool from 
sending it to the Lower House. 

I can hardly say at present whether we ought to rejoice 
at its failure in the hands of the present Ministers; that can 
only depend upon future circumstances, and their future 
power.to annoy.. There is but one sentiment in the great 
body of the people‘respecting their Queen, and that is, 
that she.should be placed above the malice and power of 
her enemies: but there may be a difference in opinion as to 
which is the best method to effect that object. I am of 
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opinion that if the present Ministers are determined to hold 
their places (for I do nat believe that the King would wil- 
lingly, part, with them) it is desirable that they. commence 
new, persecutions; for to you, Madan, their submission must’ 
be a, thousand: times more disgusting than ‘their hate. 
Then, there are but two things to desire from them, that the 
either. retire or continue to aunoy. This must be the wish 
of all, for either. way will lead to the same effeet. There has 
been one thing evident throughout all their conduct towards 
you, Madam, and continues | to be evident even now, they 
wish tq get you out of the country ; and 1am sorry not to 
see a, public and distinct. pledge from you, that on no condi- 
tion whatever will you voluntarily quit the country. I am 
sorry’ to say, that | was not satisfied with your answer *o the 
Citizens of London on that head; the answer was not-deci- 
sive—it was vague and had too mahy; of what is vulgarly 
called, loop-holes. It was the hope of getting you out of the 
country that made the’ ministers persist in refusing you a 
palace. The Protocol] Meetings gave them confidence on 
that head, and if the mioisters could for a moment place you 
under the influence and advice of Mr. Brougham, they 
would manage you just as they like. The moment you. 
quit the country, you will lay the foundation of disasters 
greater than you have yet encountered. A reformed Par- 
liament. never would support an absent Queen, and if you 
lose the confidence of the people, which you can only. do by 
listening to bad advice, you will at that moment lose all fu- 
ture support in a pecuniary point of view. Alderman Wood 
has given, us a distinct pledge that you will not leave the 
country; but we know, that of all those who surround you 
in your privacy, he is the only individual who would press 
that advice upon you.. Fhe people are anxious to have an 
unequivocal ‘pledge that you never will forsake them, and 
you will immediaiely fiud a pledge echoed back that they 
never will forsake your Majesty. Itis no longer a question 
that some great change must take place in this country, and 
that very soon; and it is above all things necessary and de- 
sirable, that our Majesty should assist the people in pro- 
curing that change in the best possible manner. ‘As well as 
the people, you have every thing to gain by it, and nothing 
to lose but the malice of your enemies. I again repeat, and 
I do not deem it a delusion, that it is more than probable 
that you will kecome the last Queen of Britain: an honour 
far greater than that which attached to the first. Give the 
people an opportunity of saying that for the honour of Queen 
Caroline no monarch shall succeed her. ‘The representative 
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system of government cannot long tolerate the monarchi- 
cal form of government, nor can a hereditary monarch en- 
dure the representative system of government. If we want 
an example, let us look to Spain and see the mean and dirty 
intrigues to which Ferdinand submits to dest: oy the present 
system : he would sacrifice two-thirds of the people to re- 
store an absolute power to himself. He affects a regard for 
the new constitution, but it is visible to all Europe that he 
seeks to destroy it, and the sooner Spain is rid of him and bis 
family the better. There is a republican spirit pervading all 
Europe, as well as the two great continents of America, and 
the wars, taxes, and oppressions, which are the concomi- 
tants of monarchy, will teach mankind the necessity of go- 
verning themselves. Far be it for me to offer an insult to 
you, Madam, as a member of a Royal Family, I flatter my- 
self that your good sense enables you to perceive what [ 
state to be a truth. You avow yourself to be a lover of li- 
berty.. Liberty can only be defined to be a government 
founded on the will and pleasure of the people, for in an ab- 
stract point of view, every individual of the same society is 
or should be personally equal, and distinctions ought alone 
to follow virtue, talent, and industry, which will ever be the 
sources of property where equal Jaws procure or confer equal 
rights. No man ought to be allowed to rise superior to his 
fellow or his neighbour, but in proportion to his -superior 
acquirements, virtuously employed. This and this alone is 
the true definition of the word /iberty, and this I trust is the 
definition which your Majesty attaches to it: for ‘all other 
definitions are unfounded and improper. Where truth is 
denounced as seditious and blasphemous, and falsehood 
alone sanctioned and cherished, there isno liberty: for men- 
tal slavery is the very worst ofslavery. It matters not whe- 
ther my opinions be or be not correct, it is sufficient that I 
believe them correct, and. feel an impression of their being 
founded upon truth, to authorize me to publish them to the 
world: whilst 1 am not allowed to do this, I have not liberty, 
or I despise any other species of liberty, because a man, who 
sincerely seeks after truth, finds the object nearest his heart 
to be an anxiety to communicate his sentiments to a criti- 
cising public, and test them by the sentiments of others. 
Where this is allowed there is liberty; where it is not al- 
lowed there is uo liberty. Great moral changes are to be 
effected by no other means, and if this country obtains a re- 
formed Parliament within a few months or years, it will be 
the result of those sentiments having been boldly published 
which have led to the punishment of the parties concerned in 















































$16 THE REPUBLICAN. 








publishing them. All'changes are deprecated by the inter- 
ested in existing abuses, and they will seek to destroy the 
first advocates of such a “change, and punish all others whilst 
sufficient power remains. ‘Thus has every reform gone on, 
that has hitherto benefited mankind. 

Sentiments are daily avowed in the places called places of 
worship,’ hieh we should ‘blush to read in print.. These 
pass unmolested, bécause delusion is the prevailing object 
with all corrupt and ill-founded power; but those who, 
through the medium of the Press, question existing abuses, 
doubt the validity of generally and long received opinions, . 
or attempt to point out their erroneous foundation, are im- 
mediately decried as innovators and enemies of God and 
man-! .Here is no liberty. Because, if I am compelled to 
subscribe to opinions and utter sevtiments which are not my 
own, I am a slave to that which I dislike and which I feel 
to be wrong. Those who dread the propagation of truth, 
are the real enemies of God and man; for if any thing can 
be fairly considered an attribute or semblance of the Deity, 
it must be Truth, Frror deceives, and as it strengthens, en- 
genders corruption, but ‘l’ruth is pure in all its. ramifications, 
however extensive, or however ancient. ‘Truth is ever new, 
ever the same ; its foundation is in the nature of things, and 
cannot change; it is the only stable commodity that man- 
kind enjoys, or God dispenses, and, of this we are cheated 
by corrupt powers, and unnatural systems of Government. 
Your Majesiy’s answers to your addressers have done much 
to expose error, falsehood, and corruption, and it is this, 
connected with your sufferings, which has united the mass 
of the people with yau; and it is in the hope of your con- 
tinuation to propagate similar principles, should you possess 
more power than at present, that makes us anxious to be- 
stow upon you the sceptre of this Island. 

I have on other occasions, in this publication, stated your 
Majesty’s sufferings so fully, that I do not feel the necessity 
of repeating them here to shew that 1 am fully alive to 
them. [am one of those who have been prevented by their 
situation from paying personal homage to you, but my un- 
plastered walls can bear witness, and they alone, that the 
involuntary tear has oft trickled down my cheek at reading 
of your wrongs, and the sympathy which the People have 
shewn you—it has been the tear of joy—it hasbeen the 
tribute of moral feeling of which I am proud to boast. 
Every vein in me has swelled with indignation at reading 
the developement of the filthy tales manufactured by your 
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more filthy accusers. I have blushed for my country, to 
think that itshould have become the nursery of such atroci- 
ties, and that Englishmen should sit quietly down under 
such a Government. ‘he schemes of your enemies have 
certainly been defeated so far, but there is a danger of their 
making a private’ attempt upon your life. No shame, no 
idea of lost honour can induce them to resign their places ; 
they still hold fast, and in holding fast their power they will 
stick at nothing to secure it: their revenge will increase with 
their ignominy. One of their maxims will be to surround 
your Majesty with their agents, and thus learn every senti- 
ment of your bosom. Those agents will come to you with 
the warmest protestations, they will put on the external ap- 
pearance of being your most sincere friends, they will urge 
you to expressions of resentment, or perhaps make propo- 
sitions of resistance to the powers that be, with a hope of 
finding your approbation. ‘This is the common method of 
the present Ministers with all persons whom they fear, and 
there is no method of guarding against such agents, but in 
the strictest reserve. ‘The only way to steer clear of those 
creatures is, never to discountenance any of their ‘projects, 
but at the same time not to offer the slightest encouragement 
to them, or offer an opinion in any shape: a marked indif- 
ference of this kind baffles them, and by their anxiety to en- 
trap others, they are almost sure to expose themselves. 
Spies will be found in the Aristocracy as mean and as wick- 
ed as in any other class of society ; and as-your Attorney- 
General is the avowed advocate of spies, | think there may 
be some:danger from him or his acquaintance. He is avow- 
edly the servant of the Administration if it will employ him 
in a profitable post. He is far from being the best friend 
of your Majesty, and it is the hope of the great body of ‘the 

ople that he will never possess much influence as an ad- 
viser. Hold fast the honest Alderman and you will not err, 
as there are but few men so popular, or few who~haye a 
better knowledge of the state of public feeling, which is a 
main point for your Majesty’s direction. 

That the people of this Island will ultimately effect their 
emancipation, there is no doubt; but the precise time, or the 
occurrence which may eventually lead to it, are not to be 
ascertained at present. Iam of opinion that much depends 
upon the manner in which your Majesty shall identify your- 
self with the people. You bave the power to lead them to 


any object that is connected with their interest, and the more 


lively feeling you may enkindle amorg them, the more uva- 
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nimity will be shewn, and ‘the greater will be your own se- 
curity. Your enemies fear nothing but your virtues and the 
people. They nad hoped, by their disgusting detail of filth, 
and by the filthy manner in which the Attorney-General, 
Gifford, introduced the subject in the House of Lords, to — 
have paralized all public feeling in your behalf, and by their 
many-tongued- hydra, to have thrown such a weight of 
slander into .the scale of paralized feeling, as to have 
made their cause popular, or at least to have silenced 
murmur and complaint. This was their scheme, but it 
_has miscarried, and that entirely from the notorious bad cha- 
racters of its projectors. It is not often that a very vicious ° 
man and a similar woman are allied in matrimony, and if it 
does so happen, they seldom separate; but from like pas- 
sions shew each other mutual toleration. ‘This evidently is 
not the case of your Majesty, and from-the people knowing 
that your husband was aman totally devoid éf virtue, and 
knowing your early separation, they have naturally and 
justly given you credit for the contrary. It was the known 
vices of your prosecutor, who has never for a moment been 
mistaken by ‘the people, that saved you from the’ influence 
of Mr. Attorney-General Gifford’s base and lying charge: 
thus it is, that slander becomes dead-born when its source is 
~ known to be corrupt and vicious. 

It seems a moral impossibility that your Majesty should 
ever again form any thing like a union with the members of 
the Royal Family, or that part of them who are the brothers 
and sisters of your husband: and this state of things still 
increases their hate towards you. They dread and lament 
your popularity, because it is calculated to render them still 
more unpopular, and that before was quite needless. ° For 
years past they have been scouted by the people, and have 
moved about in fear and disgust, if we except the popu- 
larity obtained by the Dukes of Kent and Sussex by their 
attendance on, and support of, charitable institutions: and 
even they. were in a manner discarded by the rest of the 
Family. Your popularity is much too high to authorize 
you to succumb even to the King himself. Public feeling 
‘has granted you a Bill of Divorce from him, although it 
will not allow him to take another wife, and to displace you 
from the. regal right and title of Queen. ‘You are his 
Queen, but no longer his wife: of such a woman for a L wife 
he is not deserving. 

_. Another circumstance, not the least in let is the 
treatment your Majesty has received’ from nearly all the 
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“Priests in the country, both Churchiien , and Dissenters. 
‘The exceptions are but few, not one in ten. Although I 


can make no profession about any of their forms of wor- 


‘ship, (so called) still I can clearly perceive the infamy of 
‘the object in excluding your name from the Liturgy. Ina 
“more superstitious age it would have proved a tremendous 
“injury to your Majesty, -but now it is only fit to be langhed 


at as to its effects, in fact, the disgrace’which it intended to 


leave upon you has recoiled upon its instigators, and all 


those who have supported the measure. But the great ano- 


_maly in the business is, that now your enemies find themselves 
“baffied and defeated, they should still continue to bring’ that 
“well merited odium upon the whole Church Establishment, by 


endeavouring to enlist its members in the ranks of your op- 


ponents. Y oir visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral drew forth a 


specimen of what was the clerical feeling towards you, and 


“the studied insult attempted to be practised upon you in that 


instance, Was, in my opinion, more infamous than the former 
Omission of your name from the Liturgy. It has afforded 


“the public a singular. proof, that the ‘whole Church Esta- 
-blishment is but a mockery of the worship of God, and that 
“itis supported but asa piece of state craft. The practice of 
“deserting churches in consequence of their infamous prosti- 
tution is praiseworthy, and all who altend them from con- 


Scientious motivescannot hesitate a moment in expressing their 
disappprobation in this manner. Let the political hypocrites 
pray and preach to the vacant seats, and let them not be encou- 
raged to practice such an outrage on morals, under the dis- 


. guise of religious scruples, or under the orders of the heads of 
_ the Establishment. I am of. opinion that your husband will 
goon have to alter his stile and title to George the Fourth, 


Destroyer, instead of Defender of the Faith. He has taken 


a most strange method .to defend the Faith. I may just as 


well, and quite as consistently, call myself a Defender of the 
Faith, as that George the Fourth should continue to assume 
that title. He has‘severed more members from the Charch 
tban all my publications have caused to dissent. His anti- 
christian tenets have béen*allpractical and effectual, mine 
have been more of the theoretical order. Ina similar man- 


“her, whilst’ have’ been advocating republicanism and the 
abolition “of! monarchy, ‘he“has -béen: practically at: work ‘to 


the same effect, so far, that it-is probable, ‘erefong, 1* may 
receive more merit than I can fairly claim. However, L 
will be grateful, and always acknowledge the assistance I 
have received from that quarter. | 
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In your person, Madam, all the ane and all the customs 
of the country have been violated, ‘It has ever been a maxim 
of the English Law, that if an accused person cannot be 
proved guilty, he or she shall be deemed innocent, and having 
been once put upon trial, no one shall question that i inbocence 
with impunity; but you have not only not been proved guilty, 
but from the characters and quality of those who have been 
hired to swear against you, and from the more infamous cha- 
racters and quality of those who have hired them, you are ac- 
quitted fully in the minds of the whole people, if we except 
those who thrive under the corruptions of the. present sys- 
tem, and exist solely by its patronage. You are not only 
acquitted of those late charges, but of all former ones, and 
it is the genera: belief that your virtues are your only crimes 
in the sight of your enemies. You stand the more bright 
and clear by having passed through such tremendous 
ordeals. Then how can the continuation of your perseeu- 
tion be justified ? Not in the law and usage of the country. 
It must be considered an avowed despotism. I have no 
hesitation in saying, that the present King isa greater despot ° 
than ever sat on the throne of Britain before him, or I trust | 
than shall ever follow him. It is a perversion of common ' 
sense to attribute in this case his acts to his Ministers. I 
verily do not believe that they would hesitate a moment fo 
restore you to your proper place, whilst the King lives and 
reigps, could they but obtain his sanction and keep their 
places. The whole of your persecution has been the sole 
act of the King. Let the Bishop of London prate his idle 
maxim as long : as he likes, or, where he likes, the Ministers, 
the Milan Commission, the Italian witnesses, have been but 
subordinate agents-—-agents whom interest bath seduced into 
infamy. In a Court there will be always’ caterers to the 
appetite of the King, but those caterers studiously avoid 
offering what is disagreeable, as their own existence is at 
stake on this head. 





(To be continued. ) 
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PREPOSTEROUS SHIFTS OF THE TOOLS OF 
MINISTERS TO DEFEND THEIR MASTERS, 


With a few Hints, by way of sdlutary caution, to the Ob- 
servers of passing vents. 





———— 


But few of the old ministerial hacks find the hardihood to 
open their mouths in behalf of their employers at present. 
The greater part are laying wait for the next comers. 


- Those who are more faithful than others, say, that it is one 


thing in favour of the present Ministers, that their private 
characters stand good, and that their opponents and enemies 
cannot impeach them on this point; and further, that their 
firmness has saved the country! These two points are all 
now that is attempted in defence of the conduct of Minis- 
ters; one and.all condemn their conduct towards the Queen, _ 
or those who do not condemn, do not venture publicly to 
approve. Not-one dares to impeach the name and charac- 
ter of Her Majesty: her enemies are all stricken with fear, 
and plainly see that she must triumph over all opposition 
and persecution. 

But with regard to the first point, on which an attempt to 
defend the present Ministers is made, we would observe: 
that ‘a man who is naturally vicious seldom displays his vice 
in all the relations of life. There are certain degrees in 
which his propensities become exhausted, and then he en- 
deavours to set up a different appearance, and to deceive as. 
many persons as possible, as to his real character. This is 
the case with the present Ministers. It would be strange 


, indeed if the men who have the opportunity of dipping 


their hands into the public purse, as often, and for what 
purposes they liké, should be thieves, or defraud their credi- 
tors in private life. If such men cannot put on an amiable 
countenance in private life, they must be something worse 
than monsters. We have nothing to do with the private 
character of those men: is their public character virtuous or 
vicious, is the question for the people to consider, and the 
only question? Their vices in public life enable them to 
keep up a show of virtue in private life. Every effort was, 
used by the whole gang of Lords to cover the malignity of 
Lord J-iverpool’s conduct réspecting the Bill of Pains and 
Vol. IV. No. 15, | 
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Penalties, and both Whig and Tory Lords seemed more 
intent upon trumpeting up the candour and honour of the 
Noble Lord, than in watching the progress of the charges 
against Her Majesty. ‘There is so much of 4his disgusting 
eulogy in all our public assemblies, that the business. for 
which they assemble seems to be lost sight of, and the only © 
thing that is attended to, is the eulogizing of each other, ill 

as Shakspeare has well said of such cant on tomb-stones. 


«© Are lying trophies, and as oft are dumb, 
‘¢ As dust and damned oblivion is the tomb 
‘© Of honoured bones indeed.”’ 


The men who can bear such disgusting flattery display but 
little proof of yirtue and honesty, and, they who offer it 
much less. 

But to talk about the moral characters of the present 
Ministers, after their last Green Bag proceedings against 
the Queen, is an anomaly indeed! They have done more to’ 
stimulate the bad passions of the people of this country and 
all other countries where those proceedings have been’ 
printed and read, than all similar.influences united. It 
would be strange indeed if Lord Castlereagh went home 
and set his domestics to cut each other’s throats, after he 
had been indulging his appetite. fully to that effect with the 
People, assisted by Fletcher, Dennis O’Bryea, Edwards, 
Oliver, Castles, and others. It is now pretty clear how the 
connexion stood between Castlereagh and the two former 
of those names. Two bills of indictment have been fqund | 
against Fletcher, the one for bigh treason, the other for 
seditious conspiracy, in which Dennis O’Brien is connected 
with him, and in‘ which the Ministers and Bow Street Ma- 
gistrates ought to have been connected. Mr. Justice Bailey 
is not a jot better, he appears to have taken a retaining fee 
for Fletcher, for when he mentioned the case to the Grand 
Jury, he says, Gentlemen, it requires your serious conside» 
ration, whether it be High Treason, or whether it be any 
other offence, for it will put the country to great expence, 
and the life of the accused will be brought into danger. 
The life of the accused will be brought into danger, heigh! 
Mr. Justice Bailey! Where was your sympathy for the 
many honest men you have caused to be hung, transported, 
and imprisoned? What did you feel for Jobn Knight, at 
Lancaster, Mr. Justice Bailey, a man more moral and more 
upright in his dealings than yourself, when you sentenced him 
to two years imprisonment? What did you feeb for Messrs. 
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Hunt, Russell, Lewis, or Davison? But Franklin or Fletcher 
isa christian, a protegee of the Ministers, and I am their 
tool, cry you, Mr. Justice Bailey! A rank and disgusting 
hypocrite—a wicked hypocrite—the pious promoter of 
bloodshed, and applauder of murder, and the protector of 
spies and informers. Let us hear no more about your reli- 
gion, your christianity, or your morality ? Take off the mask, 
wretched fanatic! | 

Let us turn to the Ministers. Here is Sidmouth; he is an 
amiable character, with whom there could be no hesitation 
to trust the lives, liberties, and properties of every man in 
the country. This was an argument advanced to render 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus savourable. But what 
was the result? that he was nothing better than a cold 
blooded fanatic, a man who because he could not fill his 
churches was brute enough to fill his gaols. This psalm- 
singing gentleman’ too, can sport with the lives of his coun- 
trymen whether they be innocent or guilty: he can openly 
applaud murderers: and then join a party in a religious 
conversation! This is an excellent private character too, or 
a man whose moral character cannot be impeached; We 
shall see in a few months whether he be impeachable or 
not. 

Next there is Lord Eldon, this second Lord Bacon in 
meanness, and something else, we know what, but not in 
wisdom or talent. He too is an excellent private character, 
who cannot bear the thought of relinquishing an iota of our 
Sanguinary code of laws, but has all his lifé-teme studiously 
endeavoured to increase the number of capital offences :— 
he who takes home all his Chancery papers to look over 
whilst his wife is darning his stockings, and who is the most- 
odious sceptic that ever existed, to those who have any 
thing to’ do with him in all matters save the Queen's adul- | 
tery. He who for nine hours prayed for the blood of Horne 
Tooke and Thomas Hardy, whose only crime was honesty, 
and lamented that honesty was nota capital offence. He 
who wished the King’s death if he shook off a single cor- 
ruption that surrounded him: this man, too,.is an unim- 
peachable private character—well, well, we shall look into 
all this amiability by and bye. ; - 

Nicholas Vansittart, the patron of those joint dejusions, 


- the Bible and Lottery, he is an amiable character too! As 


he is but the teol of the other Ministers, we will say nothing 
more about him. The others are not worth taking into the. 
account, unless any one will become the: voucher of the 
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morality of the Duke of Wellington, or of the Duke’s 
humanity. 

But as to the second point of those men having saved the 
-country! What have they saved it from? Have they saved 
it from debt, taxation, poverty, crime, or misery? Have 
they saved it in such a manner as they can carry on their 
system for three years longer, or one year without opposi- 
tion or impediment? What, in the name of Fortune, have 
they saved it from? It is high time the people set about 
saving it from the destructive power of such men, or they 
will find nothing worth saving by and bye. The supporters 
of the present system are abominably ignorant: there are 
but few men that have a grain of wit or sense among them, 
and they are hired apostates, such as Stewart, Stoddart, 
Dennis O’Bryen, and Robert Southey. - But in the corpora- 
tion of London, there is not a man possessing common sense 
but is the avow ed opponent of the present Ministers. 

Another indirect mode has been lately adopted for the 
further support of Ministers, and that, strange to say, is an 
affected opposition to them: but with affected oppositicn is 
accompanied a uniform abuse and defamation of the Re- 
formers, and an attempt to separate the Queen and her pre- 
tended aristocratical friends from countenancing the Reé 
formers. ‘The ‘“‘ True Briton” newspaper has been esta- 
blished solely for this purpose, and although it affects an 
opposition to. Ministers, and makes a fuss about that vague 
word “ The Constitution,” still the cloven foot is daily visi- 
ble in its columns. We have some knowledge of the origin 
of this: paper and the parties éoncerned in it. Gibbons 
' Merle is the publisher of the “True Briton.” Gibbons 
Merle was the editor of that scurvy publication which ap- 
peared for some time, called the White-Dwarf. - Shadgett, 
who edited a weekly review for some time, was copnected 
with this’ Gibbons’ Merle, and Lord Kenyon was their pa- 
tron. ‘They set out with a great deal of ardour in the year 
1818, and were going to write down all the seditious pamph- 
lets of the day. Shadgett in four months was sent to the 
King’s Bench Prison for a debt of as many hundred pounds 
due to printers and stationers ; as all the money he collected 
from the sale of his Review ‘very naturally went to support 
him in bread and cheese and porter. The Insolvent Debtor's 
Court put the sponge to all honest Shadgett’s debts, and 
Lord Kenyon, the Bishop of London, and the-V ice Society, 
again attempted to set Shadgett going, and bought’ a press 
and types for him, as no printer would trust him for a far- 
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thing again. Honest Shadgett was now settled at Islington, 


_and his Review still kept on, until he trenched so hard upon 


the purse of his patrons, that he was obliged to give*up; 
but not until he had written down the Rights of Man, the 
Age of Reason, Wooler, and Sherwin, and Mr. Cobbett too, 
although he wasin America. He boasted of having reduced 
all the weekly publications of the seditionists from as many 
thousauds to hundreds, and having left them in an irreco- 
verable state, he thought it prudent to desist, and gave up 
the ghost! We have heard nothing of Shadgett since, but 
he and Gibbons Merle could not agree together, and whe- 
ther their patrons have chastised and united them, we cannot 
say. 
Gibbons Merle’s White Dwarf lived but a short time, 
that is, just as long as his patrons thought proper to distri- 
bute the publication gratis into all coffee-houses, taverns, 
and ale-houses; for scarce a copy ever fetched fourpence. 
When it broke up, we found Gibbons Merle taxing Lord 
Sidmouth with ingratitude and treachery, and all the otber 
vices, because his Lordship had promised to pay the sta- 
tioner and printer, and left Gibbons Merle. in the lurch at 
the time of payment.~- A threat of exposure appeared in an 
advertisement in the Times newspaper; but the matter was 
hushed and the exposure not made. Soon after, this Gib 
bons Merle started a Sunday paper, or, at least, a weekly 
paper with a stamp, entitled “ The Atgis;” but this, ina 
manner of speaking, was dead-born, as nothing scarce was 
heard of it after the advertisement of the first number. All 
those papers were in direct and avowed support of Ministers, 
and abuse of Reformers; but now the scene is changed a 
little, an opposition to the Ministers is affected, a few appa- 


’ rently liberal paragraphs are inserted, but the main object is 


the abuse of Reform and Reformers ; as without attacking 
the Ministers too, they could not get a paper.read. This is 
the origin and character of the “‘ True Briton.” Gibbons 
Merle is its publisher, and Lord Kenyon and the Vice 
Society its patrons. 

Another roar is to be set up through the country, about 
sedition add blasphemy, the Ministers’ last shift upon all. 
occasions, when they coutemplate an abridgement of exist- 
ing privileges and rights. It might reasonably be expected 
that this trick will not be swallowed again, after the Outrage 
those very Ministers have committed on the morals and reli- 
gion of the country. Why are so many of us in prison, if 
sedition and blasphemy goes on increasing? . Why have we 
Vol. 1V. No. 15. 
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been robbed of all we possess, under the pretence that that’ 
robbery would put a final stop to sedition and blasphemy? 
The alarmists seem to make as much progress in rooting out 
seditién and blasphemy as the Danaids in dipping the well 
with a sieve. We perceive by the papers that the Blades 
and Co. have formed themselves into a Society in the Ward 
of Farringdon Without, to be called the “ Friends of the 
Constitution” (idle words) and to have for its object ‘* the 
opposing of the dreadful torrent of sedition and blasphemy 
which is deluging the country, and to render firm and steady 
support to such candidates for the various offices of the City as 
may manifest an independent attachment to the envied Con- 
stitution under which we live.” Consummate blockheads! 
Have they not been opposing and prosecuting, and rooting 
out what they call sedition and blasphemy, for these last 
thirty years, and still it is found to increase upon them? 
How is all this to be accounted for, but by saying, that 
what is.commonly called sedition and blasphemy must be 
synonimous with truth and common sense? Let them op- 
pose; we enjoy their opposition: for every shilling they 
spend, they throw it, by an indirect channel, into our purse! 
We thrive better with opposition than without it! But we 
really should not feel surprize to see some of those “* Friends 
.to the envied Constitution” indicted, like Dennis O’Bryen, 
for a seditious conspiracy, by and bye. As to their endea- 
vour to throw out the present Common-Councilmen from 
this Ward, we think they will find themselves. mistaken. 
The grievance is, that by having such a Lord Mayor and She- 
- riffs as the present, there were no soldiers wanted in the ’ 
City when her Majesty went to St. Paul’s. This was a 
dreadful falling off on the side of the “‘ Friends to the envied 
Constitution,” and the complaint is laid to the charge of the 
~ present City Officers. They, the “ Friends to the envied 
Constitution,” rejoice in riots, and pine without them. 
Their “ envied Constitution” is a standing army,’ and a 
standing, corrupt Parliament; for the word Constitution 
means stability in the form of government, and these stand- 
‘ing commodities, with standing taxes, and standing misery, — 
are the stabilities of our ‘“‘ envied Constitution,” 

Every corrupt and rotten corporation in the Island is 
about to send loyal, and royal, and dutiful addresses to the 
King, praying that he might live to reign over us, and spend 
our earnings for many years to come. The Courjer_has 
been bawling a long time to get, those addresses, but they 
move very slow and very secret. They are seldom heard of 
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in the neighbourhood where they are said to come from, un- 
til they are mentioned in the Gazette. - | 

The City Address to the King must draw forth an an- 
swer, as to whether he intends to continue his late career or 
not. There can be no shuffling; there must be an answer, 
yes or no, unless his Majesty (so called) should keep himself 
at Brighton all the winter. But counter Addresses are ma- 
nufacturing in both Oxford and Cambridge Universities, the 
members of which have the same privilege of a direct an- 
swer; so that it will be the priests against the people’; which 
shall triumph? For our parts, we.are firmly of opinion, 
that the present Ministers will do the country an essential 
service, and a lasting benefit, if they will but deign to rule 
it for six months longer. We bave not the least wish to 
see a change of Ministers for the present winter, and this 
is our defence of, and tribute to the Ministers. They are 
preparing the country for an important change, one that is 
absolutely necessary, and who, or what honest man, can in 
his heart blame them? The Ministers may make long 
purses for themselves, but it is very probable that we shall 


have them thrown back again by and bye, or that we might 


get hold of the strings and enquire by what means they were 
filled. They may not be able to find a foreign rendezvous 
or shelter, and under those circumstances it matters but little 
what quantity of the public money they hoard. 

Never, never before, bas this country approached such a 
crisis as the present. Delusion has lost its influence ; it mat- 
ters not in what shape it appears, the people have been so 
long accustomed to it that disguise avails nothing. The 


people know that the man who abuses reform or its advo- 


cates, cannot be an honest man, whatever other pretensicns 
he may make in his tactics of deception. That only remedy 
forthe country cannot be imitated by empirics, nor can the 
longest list of cures allure the patients to try any other. 
For our own parts, we value equally alike the abuse of the 
enemies of reform or its pretended friends, and the sincere ap- 
plause and approbation of its real friends. This antithesis 


is to us equally pleasant and agreeable. This is a moment 


when the bad passions of corrupt men are brought into ac- 
tion, and the reason -we hear and see so much clamour and 
abuse: but we do think that we have fought the good fight 
long enough to convince our enemies that we are invincible ; 
and if we do lay down the pen, it will be with the consoling 
knowledge that quite enough has been done, and that the 
current of evénts cannot now be changed either way, by 


\ 
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writing for or against. The serpent has lost both its tongue 
ard its sting ; it will not seduce another Eve, or poison us 
again with its venom. The Printing Press will prove the 
grand panacea, and the nearer we approach a revolution, 


the more effect will it produce, and the acquirement of ano- | 


ther glorious revolution will place it on the pedestal of un- 
limited freedom. Then will its moral energies burst forth 
like the sun’s beams on a summer’s morn, and soon pass to 
its meridian splendour to set no more! 


EDITOR. 


' 
= 





> — TS 


AN ADDRESS TO THE READERS OF THE 
REPUBLICAN. 





Ir wasa saying of the great Archbishop Tillotson (who 


was called an Atheist) “ That our best reason is short and , 


imperfect, and since it is no better, we must use it as it is, 


and make the best of it.” But whoever follows this advice, . 


is immediately considered by the prejudiced-as an Atheist. 

Not only the Deist, but all those who cannot digest the creeds 
of the interested, are branded with this appellation. 

- Deism has been the av owed religion of some of the most 


virtuous characters in all ages; it prevailed during the pas- — 


toral lives of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, &c. Melchi- 


zedek being a priest to. “ the most High God,” until the 


Bulrush Chief sprang up, and established the metaphysical 
system, and converted the twelfth part of his nation into 
priests, and the tenth part of the people to labour for their 
maintenance, and ever since man has-been bred up to his 
religion as he is to his trade, he is told what doctrines he is 
to believe, which if he does not practise, he will after this 
life be eternally miserable. 

Deism, or the acknowledgment of something superior to 
mortality, and the cultivating the moral duties has been de- 


scribed by many of its professors. The learned David 
Williams says, ‘“‘ Men should be so far from being ashamed 


ot afraid to be called after the name of the Deity, that they 
should glory in it, as their highest honour, nay, no religious 
appellation should be applied to men who would not act on 
the principles ‘of Almighty God:. When I have been re 


proached (by ignorance) with the name of Deist, I felt no 
other regret than that | was not worthy of that noblest of 
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all appellations. I could look up to Jupiter, Apollo, and 
Mars, to Moses, Christ, and Mahomed, and not even, from 
my errors and faults, be afraid to wear their names: but 
to be called after a name appropriated to that perfectly 
wise and good Being who animates and blesses the.universe, 
seems to call fora character of understanding and. virtue 
which is alarming, and though | should rejoice in deserving 
it, I should be very cautious in assuming it.” And Chubb 
of Salisbury says, ‘‘ Deism is the belief of and the having 
a just sense of the Deity impressed on the mind, which sense 
is the governing principle of a man’s affections and actions: 
this is Deism properly so called, which character is most 
worthy and desirable, and yet now, like free-thinking, it is 


‘treated with contempt.” Notwithstanding the thick mist 


which Prejudice and Bigotry bave spread over the human 
mind, an individual here and there has had the-spirit (or 
what is called maduess) to cultivate the benign lights of 


Philosophy-and Truth, and to assert those rights of human 


nature, without which society is an evil and not a blessing, 
and none hath been more successful than that ‘Theo-philan- 
thropist, ‘Thomas Paine, to whom not only his own nation, 
but all Europe have paid their grateful tribute to his manes. 
The above-named Dayid Williams says, ‘‘ The Deists have 
been the greatest benefactors to mankind, they have assisted 
in freeing them from the worst of slavery, that of the mind, to 
principles and opinions. It is by such men that happiness 
and knowledge are diffused.” It is Deists who strive to 
metamorphose the monsters of Intolerance, Fanaticism, and 
Blood, into humane and sociable beings. The potentates of 
the earth, kings, princes, and lords, ought to esteem them- 
selves happy in obtaining Deists as their friendly advisers, in 
opening their minds to the mild impressions of a benevolent 
system of philosophy. Therefore, gentle reader, divest 
yourself of the prejudice arising from education! Let no 
childish fear deter you from exercising your reason; 
“ Search the Scriptures,” and think as freely of them, as 
you would of any other writings! Let your minds be un- 
biassed, and as the “ truth is great, and stronger than all 
things,” so will it in the end most powerfully prevail. 


Your’s, &c. 


J. J. BRAYFIELD: 
Camberwell, Dec. 1, 1820. 


; 
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PROGRESS OF PERSECUTION. 





The Christian Judge (Bailey) has found a new grave for 
Messrs. Davison and Lewis in Ckeham in the county of Rat- 
landshire. ‘This spot is no great distancefrom Mr. Lewis’s 
friends in Warwickshire, but it is altogether a retired place, 
in which perhaps the Judge thought there were but few blas- 
phemous and seditious Reformers. If this was his object I 
rather think he has been mistaken, as there is not a county 
in England but swarms with them. Although this county 
of Dorsetshire has received none of the seditious or blas- 
phemous writings of the day, as corruption calls them, as al- 
most all other counties have done, the Keeper of this Prison 
told me in the last week, that he had refused a thousand ap- 
sorrla to see me, out of whom there has not been half.a 

ozen who had any personal knowledge of me. The plan 
of my keepers is, that I shall not corrupt, as they call it, any 


person in this neighbourhood, and I don’t, know what Mr. 


Hunt would think of exchanging places with me. I under- 
stand that I have the advantage of him in an apartment, but 
T have never been in the open air since February last. Iam 
locked up in one room throughout the 24 hdurs of each day 
and night, and I have had but one visitant admitted, except 
my own family, ever since | have been here. J fear Mr. 
Hunt will gain nothing by his application to the Court of 
King’s Bench, but give one of Mr. Brougham’s rabid animals 
(Scarlett) an opportunity of saying some pleasing things to 
‘the Judges, about his (Mr. Huut’s) family. I tell my keep- 
er candidly, that I shall make no further complaint whilst I 
am here, as I see it is but a pleasure to the fanatics and hy- 
pocrites who controal this place, but that I shall bring an 
action for damages against him the Keeper and the Sheriff, 
as soon as 1 see the new System of Government established : 
- to.attempt any thing under the present Government would 
be quite idle, and Mr. Hunt will find nothing but further an- 
moyance by it. 1 defy my keepers to annoy me, I have a 
mind that is not to be annoyed by trifles, and I can laugh at 
all their plans and schemes to that effect. I doubt whether 
ever I shall pass another year so contented and happy as I 
have passed this which is now drawing to a close. 

But to return to Messrs. Lewis and Davison: it is a won- 
der that the Christian Judge (Bailey) should expose Mr. 
Lewis’s Christianity to the danger of being corrupted by Mr. 
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Davison’s Deism! This Christian Judge will have to answer 
for this neglect before his three Gods at the day of judgment! 
To throw a Christian brother into the arms of an infidel isa 
sin that purgatory cannot expiate! It is a proof that there 
is no fraternity among Christians! The sentence of Mr. 
Lewis is also a proof that these-Judges receive their instruc- 
tions on this head from the ministers through the Attorney 
or Solicitor General. By the bye, Gifford appears afraid to 
shew himself, and the German Toy face Apostate, has to do 
all the drudgery in the King’s Bench. It must be a most 
galling thing to Copley to be under the orders of such a nin- 
compoop as Gifford. This I should think ten times more 
grating to his feelings than his apostasy. Gifford is but a 
boy at the Bar when compared with Copley; and in point 
of ability, the former is but an idiot when compared with the 
latter. Gifford’s answer to the unfortunate Doctor Halloran 
must not be forgotten. The Doctor. was Gifford’s school- 
master at Alphington near Exeter, and when the former got 
into trouble by forging a frank to a tenpenny letter, Gifford 
had become Solicitor General, to whom he wrote’ for assist- 
ance and interference to rescue him from that dilemna, Gif- 
ford replied: by letter that it did not become His Majesty’s 
Solicitor Genéral to interfere in any business of the kind, 
and accompanied that answer with a greater insult—a small 
sum of money! This is andther digression but to the point 
again. 

It seems to be the object of the Ministers, and their, tools 
the Judges, to confine the most annoying of the Reformers 
to an imprisonment that shall end about the same time, or 
that shall survive the present system of government. ‘Thus 
in November 18]9 I was’sentenced to three years imprison- 
ment. In May 1820, Mr. Hunt was sentenced to two years 
and a hal{imprisonment a period of time which is not to be 
found in any other sentence on record, and | verily think 
was regulated by the‘expiration of my imprisonment. In 
November, 1820, Messrs. Lewis and Davison are sentenced 
to two years, ‘so that all our periods of imprisonment expire 
in November, 1822, if the God of Revolution sleeps until 
that time, which is ‘a necessary exception to make. There 
is an exception in Sir Charles Wolsely’s period of imprison- 
ment, but Sir Charles had not been that constant and perpet- 
ual torment to them that many others have been, though 
as a man of property and a country Gentleman he has 
done his duty nobly. 
I am heartly glad to see Major Cartwright keep out of # 
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Prison, I now think there is some hope of.the Major’s escape, 
as | care not who among the reformers goes to Prison, so 
that fhe Major keeps out, and lives to see a Reformed Par- 
liament., 1 fear a prison would shorten his.days, and I eon- 
sider the Major might be compared to the Simeon mentioned 
in the New ‘l'estament, and that on witnessing a Reformed 
Parliament, which has been for forty years the object near- 
est the Major’s heari, he might well exclaim: “ Lord now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” But if the Major has to visit a prison, 
as a prisoner, it will reflect no small degree of honour upon 
bis fellow sufferers. However, I do hope, that I shall see 
the Major presiding at a festival to celebrate the triumph of 
that cause, of which he has been worthily and justly stiled 
the Father. 


I consider Mr. Lewis’s sentence to be infamous. Two’ 


years imprisonment for copying an article from a London 
Paper which had never been prosecuted in London! I did 
not expect any feeling to be shewn towards‘ Mr. Davison, 
because the persecuting Christian Religion was brought into 
play against him, but 1 was in hopes of seeing Mr. Davison 
put in a strong and well written protest against any punish- 
ment being passed upon him. I reflect with pleasure that I 
have followed the wisest course throughout my career, by 
doing all | could to annoy the common enemy. I gained 
something for myself before they could check me in the 


slightest instance. 
R. CARLI LE. 
Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 4th, 1820. 








PROGRESS OF LIBERAL FEELING AND DECAY 
OF SUPERSTITION. 





Ws are again drawn to this head by the appearance of @ 
Prospectus for a new weekly newspaper to be called “ The 
Catholic Advocate of Civil and Religious Liberty.” Anxious 
as we are to hold the hand of fellowship to the liberal- 
minded of all sects, we have felt it our duty in furtherance 
of that profession to give further publicity to this Prospec- 
tus, as far as our means admit. None have reflected on the 
degraded state of Ireland with more acute. pain than our- 
selyes. Ireland, strictly speaking, is a country where the 
Catholic religion predominates, and it therefore suffers the 
more from being oppressed and degraded by a country 


‘ 
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whose religious establishment is Protestant. Persecution on 
matters of religion is the same under whatever name it 
appears, and dissensions in society will never cease whilst it 
be tolerated, or whilst any religious profession debars a 
man from the exercise of his political rights. Strictly 
speaking, a man ought not to be known a religious secta- 
rian, but as a citizen: his opinions on matters of religion 
should be confined to his own bosom, his family, his con- 
gregated sect, or to the Printing Press. In either of those 
instances he has a right to display himself as he thinks pro- 
per, but he ought to leave his religion at home when he 


méets his fellow citizens in any capacity whatever on politi- - 


cal business, or when he associates with an indiscriminate 
body of citizens who might hold different opinions on the 
subject of religion, However,-we rejoice to see that our 
most ardent hopes are fast accomplishing and accordingly 
we sew ourselves disposed to assist those with whom we 
do not agree in religious creed by inserting the following. 


On Saturday Evening, Dec. 2, and Sunday, the 3d, 1820, 
was published, No. |, of a London Weekly Newspaper, 
intitled *“* THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE OF CIVIL AND 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.” 


THE regenerating spirit of Libezty has walked forth among 
the nations. Countries that had for ages groaned . un- 
der: the iron yoke of despotism have broken their chains. 
Public opinion has proyed an overmatch for power, and 
even standing armies have suddenly started into legions of 
patriots. Religious antipathies, national jealousies, the pre- 
judices'and customs of centuries, have melted away betore 
the purifying flame of political knowledge, and the civilized 
world presents the spectacle of one immense iamily, in which 
millions of brothers, however distinguished by country or 
religion, raise one universal voice for the liberty aud happi- 
ness of ali. The Protestant of England and of Germany, 
the Catholic of Ireland and of Belgium, rejoice alike at the 
glorious revolutions which have liberated Spain, Portugal, 
Naples and Sicily; revolutions, which form so many moral 
and political phehomena of which history furnishes no pre- 
vious example; revolutions peaceful and bloodless, affected 
by the pure force of public opinion; revolutions which have 
redeemed the sacred name of Liberty from the horrors which 
had disgraced it in France; revolutions, in fine, which are 
become the beacons of the human race, to guide the nations 
of the world through the boisterous ocean of politics, to pilot 
them safely between the Scylla of anarchy and the Charyb- 














334 THE REPUBLICAN. 


dis of tyranny, and to conduct them triumphantly into the 
haven of rational and constitutional Liberty. 

In this state of the universe every undertaking calculated 
to strengthen the bonds of mutual fraternity, to unite the feel- 
ings of mankind at large in the one common cause of “ Civil 
and Religious Liberty,” cannot fail to meet with the warm 
support of the friends of Freedom in every clime. What? 
while the old governments of Europe, laying aside their nas 
tional and religious jealousies, have under the hypocritical 


and blasphemous name of “ Holy Alliance” entered into a ¢ 


formal conspiracy for the atrocious: purpose of holding the 

people of-every realm in slavery, shall not the people, on 

their part divest themselves of every selfish and intolerable 

prejudice, whether national or religious, and raise-one irre- 

sistible shout of universal public opinion to confound the 

impious cabal of tyrannv, and attain without bloodshed, and 
without ‘crime, their natural and inalienable rights. 

- ‘To contribute his exertions towards so desirable, so neces- 
sary, so happy a consummation, a Catholic Editor well 
versed in the principles of bis religion, and equally attached 
to the cause of political liberty ; an Editor inimical to perse- 
cution of every sort, whether inflicted by Inquisitions on the 
Continent, or by Penal Laws in the British Empire; an Edi- 
tor fully acquainted with tie religious feelings of his brother 
,Catholics, which so far from being opposed, are, when well 
understood, essentially congenial to the liberties of mankind; 
of which important fact the late revolutions in Catholic 
Countries are the strongest practical proof, and the pastoral 
discourse of his present Holiness in favour of Democracy is 
the strongest documentary evidence; an Editor who for 


more than twenty years has been connected with the public. 


press, and has attained a considerable influence with the 
Catholic mind by the publication of a monthly Magazine 
during the last seven years; an Editor thus qualified offers 


to undertake a Weekly London News-paper to be entitled. 


“ THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY.” 

A paper conducted on such principles bas been long a 
desideratum to the cause of Freedom. The learned, zea- 
lous and liberal conductors of the London Press, not aware 
of the religious delicacy of Catholics, often check, uninten- 
tionally, the march of libered sentiments, by allusions and 
expressions grating to Catholic feeling. The Catholics on 
the other hand, like men long used fo insult, are too apt to 


suspect offence where no offence is intended. The conse-— | 


quence is, that the enemies of Liberty, and among them a 
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few degenerate Catholic Noblemen, take advantage of this 
circumstance to keep alive the religious fears of the Catho- 
lics and prevent them from uniting cordially with their Pro- 
testant fellow-sufferers. A paper, therefore, in which the 
Catholics shall place their confidence, is the only medium 
through which Protestants can ascertain the true political 
feelings of Catholics, and Catholics can be induced to join 
fearlessly with their Protestant brethren. ‘The direct object 
of such a publication must be of the most essential moment 
to the cause of constitutional Liberty; for that object is no 
' Jess than the union of the Catholics of Great Britain and 
Ireiand with the friends of Liberty of every religious deno- 
mination. Besides this grand object, which more imme- 
diately effects the welfare of our common country, -the 
Editor will pay peculiar attention to the great events now 
passing in the Catholic Realms of the Peninsula, and of Italy ; 
for which purpose he has made arrangements to obtain the 
earliest and most complete intelligence. ‘Thus while his 
paper shall’ be the link of union between the two great 
bodies of religious professions which compose the subjects 
of the British Empire, it will also prove the bond of frater- 


nal feeling between the Catholic populations of Spain, Na- - 


ples, Portugal, &e. and their Protestant well wishers in this 
and in every other country. Hence it is manifest that the 
present proposal does not originate in any spirit of speculat- 
ing rivalry towards the existing liberal press of London, 
but in the evidence of the fact, that by no other means can 
the important union above mentioned be effectually attained, 
an union ardently desired by all the friends of the human 
race, and as sincerely contemplated in the establishment, as 
it is clearly expressed in the title of “ THE CaTHOLIC Ap- 
VOCATE OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOps LIBERTY.” 

On these groutds the Editor confidently puts forwakd his 
claims to the support of all the friends of Liberty, Protes- 
tants as well as Catholics, and particularly of the Irish, 
Spaniards, Neapolitans and Portuguese resident in London. 
To ascertain previously the extent of public patronage upon 
which he may calculate, and to guard against the risk of a 
failure, he requests that orders for the paper may be ztmme- 
diately directed post paid, to Mr.. Clement, Publisher, 76, 
Fleet-street, to the Postmasters, Clerks of the Road, and 
Newsmen, or to the Editor, W.E. Andrews, 8, Drake Street, 
Red Lion ae London. 
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Lines addressed to Sir John Draper Best, one of the Judges 
| of the Court of King’s Bench, on his Persecution of Mrs. 
Carlile and Mr. Davison for Blasphemy, &c. 


2S 


Blush, Christian! blush with guilty shame : 
Or own no more that sacRepD name! 
Go hide thy persecuting head! 
Where is thy vaunted mercy fled ? 
Thou’st shewn the mighty void of sense, 
By fearmg for Omnipotence! 
; Thy faith thou provest, an empty plea, 
Thou wilt not trust the Deity, 
But fliest for help to human laws 
To prop thy weak—thy tottering cause ! 3 ! 
To pains, to pevalties, and fine, 
| To uphold a cause, thou call’st divine! 
Presumptuous man! must thy weak arm 
Protect the Amighty’s cause from harm ? | 
Thine is the unbeliever’s part, 
An infidel to, heaven thou art ! 
Think’s thou that chains and fetters bind 
Th’ all-inspiring human mind? 
Can dungeon glooms obscure its light 
Or stop it in its daring flight ? 
As well might’st thou impotent say— 
. *¢ My hand shall check the solar ray ! 
, ‘© 7 will arrest its bright career 
«* And turn it backwards from our sphere!” 
As strive to check, by fraud and force, 
Science and Knowledge in its course, 
O’er errors and murky clouds ‘tis ris’n, 
Aspiring to the highest heav’n: 
Thro’ Truth’s bright, path THEY wing their flight 
Scatt’ring around their heav’ oly hight ; 
' While Reason’s pure and pierejng eye 
Sees all the mist and shadows fly, 
‘ And hails, with iafinite delight, 
The constellations glorious height : 
Nor long shall Superstition base, 
The noble mind of man disgrace, 
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Are banish'd thence to her own Hell, 
With Persecution there to dwell: 
And Bigotry upon her throne, 
A Trinity all hell shall own. 
Rid of their influence dire, the Earth 
Shall hail, at length, the second birth 
| Of Paradise again restor’d, 
"7 And Nature’s God alone ador’d. 
Impartial Justice there shall reign, 
And Man’s long injur’d Rights maintain: 
Oppression, Fraud, and Crime shall cease 
And all be Light, Life, Love and Peace. 


J. J. BRAYFIELD. 


: 


Camberwell, Nov. 30, 1820. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





SIR, - 
PERHAPS the following courtly conversazione, overheard 
sometime ago at Carlton Palace, may still possess some’ in- 
terest, notwithstanding the proceedings to which it refers 
are happily terminated. Its insertion in your Republican, 
will oblige, 
SIR, 


Your constant Reader, 
LISTENING TOM, OF PALL MALL. 


-P. S. L intend in future to apply my auricular nerves to 
every key-hole and aperture about the palace. 


I 


SCENE. A royal Apartmént. ’ 
Enter George, Hertferd, and Signor Majocchi. 


G. Signor Majocchi, whence come ye? 
M. Great King, I come from Italy. 
G. From Italy ? the land-of song, 
Of arts, and love! wert thou amon 
The household servants of my Queen ? 
_ M. Yes, Sire. 
| Indeed! then thou hast seen 
Her favoured Baron, Bergam, 
And all her-amorous revelry ? 
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Blush not, this lady of my court (pointing to H,) 
Will love te hear your true report 
(Of ought you may have known or seen) 
Regarding her beloved Queen. 
H. You know the Baron, then. 
M. ' O yes, 
Loe he was her courier, Miss. 
G. (Apart to M.) The lady’s married, Madam, call her. 
H. Was he a handsome man, and taller 
Than any of the household ? 
M. Yes, 
H. How often did Bergami kiss 
His royal mistress ? 
M. Really, Madam, 
I know no more than Father Adam. 
H. Talking of Adam, I believe, 
Statues of him, and Mother Eve, 
Adorned a room at Como? 
M. Yes. 
H. And our poor parents had no dress, 
Saving a fig-leaf—did you see 
The Princess, or sweet Bergami, 
Remove the fig-leaf ? 
G. (apart to her.) Psha! my dear, 
We have another man to swear 
To that delicious tete-a-tete! 
Besides, my love, it is not meet 
‘i hat thou should’st mar thy modesty ; 
Pray leave th’ precious knave to me. 
(7'o M.) Signor, | hope you'll not forget 
Your sleeping in the Cabinet ; 
But strictly.in your memory keep 
How you beheld, while feigning sleep, 
The Princess to your bed-side come, 
And pass on to the Baron’s room. 
Likewise—but my grand advocate 
Will tell you all you are to state. 
So, Signor, I’ no further press, 
At present, this great business. 
Yét know to this resolve I’ve come, 
To he a knight of cuckoldom ! 
Then hold thyself prepared, I pray, 
Against ‘* the great, the impertant day 
Big with the fate of”’ Caroline; 
And any services of thine 
Well am I able to reward; : 
I’]| make thee, if thou lik’st, a lord ! 
For I raise men of humblest birth 
To highest dignities on earth ; 
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And once (such power to kings is given) 

I sent my post-boy up to heav'n. 

(Apart to H.) And soon shalt thou! my yielding fair, 

Open thine arms and take me there. 

(To M.) Stay, Signor, yet ove moment, take 

These bright Napoleons, for my sake. 

Now, fare thee well, good Theodore, 

Aind mind you prove my wife a whore. 

(Exit Majocchi.) 

Sweet angel! with delight | turn 

Fiom bus’ness, and with passion burn, 

Come, all thy glowing beauties bring 

To deck the chamber of thy King. 
(Exeunt Embracing, ) 











TOLERATION. 





Who art thou, vain mortal, that darest intrude thyself be- 
tween'my Gop and me? If I have an account to settle with 
heaven, am [ not competent to effect it myself? Can you 
be more interested than I am! or, if you are, why insult me 
—why denounce me; why publish me to the world as_ the 
vilest animal in existence? May I not, by possibility, be 
Tight as well as you? Ifso, by what grant, either of heaven 
or earth, can you be justified in assailing the purity of my 
motives? The great God of heaven suffers me to enjoy the 
liberty—suffers' me to investigate freely and without fear, 
2il subjects my mind may chance to pursue—and informs 
me, by the eternal laws of my nature, that I can only be- 
lieve as my understanding directs. me. Yet you, you, dust 
and ashes of the earth, arrogating to yourself Heaven’s 
power, would do what ‘heaven refused to do—you would 
end all inquiry which did not exactly suit you—you would 
prostrate me in the eyes of society, and send me headlong to 
eternal punishment! Away from this land, thou persecuting 
spirit—Jntolerance. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 








£. 8. @ 

- An Enemy to Persecution... ..-.....sseseeeseeenene ees § 0 0 
Twelfth and Thirteenth Payment of the Weekly 
Pence of a few Friends to Civil and Religious 

Liberty,........ccccccscocepsepocscosccsnssonsasccenioseses 0. 7 r 


J.C. (Monthly’)......cccsescrecrecseccececensseesenscvesens 
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DEISM AND CHRISTIANITY CONTRASTED. 





—_— 


Tue Deist believes in one God, 
the Great Cause of all things, 
Supreme GoveTnor of the Uni- 

. verse, Crea'ror! Supporter! 
DIsPeENsER ! 


The Deist believes the great 


attributes of the Deity, is con- | 


vinced of, and acknowledzes his, 
inoral perfections. 


The Deist, full of gratitude, 
confides in the justice and mer- 
cy of his Creator. His justice, 
the great stimulus to acts of 
obedience; his mercy, the great 
incitement to love. 

The Deist from the great ex- 
ample of his Creator, extends 
his love to all mankind. , 


The Deist, in search of the 
will of God, explores the vast 
volume of creation,—a volume 
beyond counterfeit. 


The devotion“of the Deist is 
gratitude and praise—resigned 
to the will of his Maker, he pre- 
sumes not to dictate. flis belief 
in the wisdom and goodness of 
the Deity teaches himsubmission 
to natural laws and events. 





The Christian believes in Tliree 
Gods ;—God, the Father; God, 
the Son; and God, the Holy 
Ghost. To these he adds a fourth, 
u sort of demi-god, called the 
Devil, to whom he ascribes ome 


nipresence, power almost unli- | 


mited, aud wisdom little inferior 
to his Triune God, or Three 
Gods. 

The Christian divides the at- 
tributes among his Three Gods, 
and denies the moral perfections 
of Deity, He makes them par- 
tial, revengeful, cruel. 

The Christian, 
wavering, knows not whether he’ 
be an object of love or hatred; 
and as it depends not on his 
moral conduct, but on the ca- 


° - « s 
price of Deity, he has no stimu- 


lus or incitement. to moral virtue. 

The Christian, from the ca- 
pricious example of his divini- 
ties, is proud, revengeful, cruel, 


fond of persecution, even to the 


stake or the scaffold, 

The Christian, in search of the 
will of his Divinities, ransacks 
the volume of the Socinians, the 
volume of the Arminians, the 
volume of the Papists, all of 
which differ materially, aud each 
finds the will of God according 
to their several modes of educa- 
tion. 

The prayer of the Christian is 
dictatorial; he believes his Givi- 
nities are tautable, and there- 
fore seeks to change the course 
of natural laws and events by — 
prayer and fastings. 





Printed by M. A. €CARLILE, 55. Fleet $ 


treet. 


doubtful and — 
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